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[Abstract]

The Relationship between Secular Novels and Korean Modern
Literary History in Im Hwa’'s Theory

Bae, Sangmi*

This paper examines the theory of secular novel by Im Hwa between 1929 and
1938. Im criticizes Kim Kijin, who argues that the proletarian literature should debili-
tate the level of socialist agitation in the literature for both circumventing censorship
and spreading their literature to mass, during the debate about popularizing prole-
tarian literature in the late 1920s. However, Im repeated Kim's methodology when an-
alyzing secular novels and the media for literature. His logic for explaining secular lit-
erature is different from the Korean modern literary history project focusing on how
the Korean modern literary genre has developed dialectically following European
order. This discrepancy suggests that literary history should consider colonialism and

capitalism, which influence on publications and narratives.

Keywords: Im Hwa, Secular novel, Journalism, Literary history, Popularizing proletarian
literature, Kim Kijin, Capitalism, Colonialism.
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